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Introduction  

The Asia Centre for Health Security (ACHS) Fellowship Programme aims to inspire 

and connect the next generation of health security leaders and innovators.  

Launched in 2025 by ACHS, based at the Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health 

(SSHSPH), National University of Singapore (NUS), the ACHS Fellowship 

Programme is a highly competitive, part-time fellowship that provides graduate 

students and early- to mid-career professionals with an opportunity to deepen their 

expertise, expand their professional network, and build leadership skills through 

educational opportunities and project work.  

This 12-month fellowship does not require relocation to Singapore and can be 

completed alongside full-time employment or academic commitments.  

Programme Outline 

The ACHS Fellowship Programme will: 

• Deepen knowledge of health security policy and practice across a range of 

thematic areas. 

• Provide access to resources and events focused on key and emerging topics 

in health security.  

• Create opportunities to connect with senior leaders, current fellows, and 

alumni in the health security field. 

• Offer mentorship from ACHS faculty and the opportunity to complete one (1) 

project offered by ACHS during the fellowship year. Please refer to Annex A 

for the list of available projects*. 

 

*In the application form, applicants are required to indicate their top two project 

preferences from Annex A. Selected fellows will only need to complete one project. 

Funding 

A total of SGD10,000 will be awarded to each ACHS fellow to support participation in 

the activities listed below. The funding may be used to cover eligible expenses, 

including conference and workshop fees, air and ground travel, accommodation, and 

subsistence allowance. Eligible project-related costs and publication fees may also 

be supported, subject to approval. 

1. Attendance at a health security event in Singapore, and visit to ACHS-partner 

organisations, which include SSHSPH, NUS; the National Centre for Infectious 

Diseases (NCID); and/or the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, 

Nanyang Technological University (RSIS, NTU).  
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2. Attendance at an approved workshop, conference, or networking event outside 

Singapore. Examples include events organised by the European Biosafety 

Association (EBSA), the Global Health Security Network (GHSN), the Nuclear 

Threat Initiative (NTI), the International Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) 

Foundation, and meetings related to the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC). 

Deliverables and Timeline 

The ACHS fellow will be expected to complete the required deliverables detailed in 

the timeline below. Please refer to Annex B for more information. 

 

  

ACHS Fellowship 

Milestones 
2027 2028 

Project-related Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Jan-

Mar 

1. Attend the on-boarding 

meeting 

             

2. Meet with ACHS faculty 

mentor 

             

3. Finalise the project 

deliverables and/or 

submit for publication 

             

4. Present the project at 

the final presentation 

meeting 

             

Health Security Events & 

Webinars 

 

5. Attend at least two (2) 

webinars 
Your choice of two webinar sessions in 2027 

 

6. Attend the ACHS 

health security event in 

Singapore (subject to 

change) 

            

 

 

7. Attend an international 

health security event 
At least one approved international health security event in 2027 
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Eligibility Criteria 

Prospective fellows must meet ALL eligibility criteria stated below: 

• Hold a Masters/Doctoral/Medical Degree OR have at least three (3) years of 

professional experience in national security, public health, medicine, 

biotechnology, laboratory sciences, law, biosecurity/biosafety, global health, 

cybersecurity/AI, One Health, or a related field. 

• Be a citizen of or have been working in an Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) +6 country (as listed in Annex C) for at least three (3) years 

at the point of application.  

• Be an early- to mid-career professional, between 25 and 45 years of age as of 

31 August 2026. 

• Demonstrate fluency in written and spoken English. 

Application Form and Submission Details 

Prospective fellows are required to consolidate all the following application materials 

into a single PDF file prior to submission, with the exception of the video introduction. 

The combined PDF document must be uploaded through the ACHS Fellowship 

Programme Application Form available here. 

Application materials required: 

• Latest CV (maximum two pages). Pages exceeding this limit will not be 

considered. 

• Copies of all academic degree certificates and transcripts (with English 

translation if originals are in a different language). 

• A personal statement (maximum 500 words) outlining the applicant’s interest 

in health security and the ACHS Fellowship Programme.  

• One (1) letter of recommendation* from an academic advisor and/or 

professional supervisor. The letter must include their contact information. 

• One (1) letter of support* from the applicant’s current employer** and/or 

academic supervisor (for students) endorsing the application and 

acknowledging the time commitment to the fellowship.  

• A short video introduction (maximum 2 minutes) describing the applicant’s 

interest in pursuing a fellowship in health security, professional goals, the 

specific health security challenges the applicant wishes to focus on, and the 

long-term impact the applicant intends to achieve through this fellowship. 

Please provide a viewable, unrestricted link to the video submission. We 

strongly recommend testing the link in an incognito or private browsing 

window before submitting. If the ACHS team is unable to access the video, 

the application may be deemed incomplete. 

https://form.gov.sg/6a4daa9680acab0218560c27
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*Please ensure that the letter of recommendation and the letter of support are 

provided by two different individuals. 

**The letter of support is waived for self-employed or unemployed applicants.  

Declaration on the Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

ACHS values integrity and authentic self-expression. Applicants are expected to 

submit a personal statement that reflects their own original thinking and voice. 

The use of Generative AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Claude, or similar platforms) should 

be kept to a minimum and is permitted only for limited support functions such as 

proofreading or formatting. They must not be used to draft, write, or substantially 

generate the content of the personal statement. 

Any use of AI must be disclosed by including the following declaration:  

I used [AI tool name, e.g. GPT-4.1] to [describe specific use(s), e.g. format 

paragraphs, improve expression]. I am responsible for the content and quality of this 

submission. 

Selection Process  

Fellows will be selected based on suitability for the project topic, their personal 

statement and video, academic and/or professional accomplishments, and letters of 

recommendation and support. 

Applications will be reviewed by a panel of experts, and shortlisted candidates will be 

invited for a virtual interview. The panel’s decision is final. 

Important Dates and Application Timeline 

Applications open on 3 August 2026, 12:00pm Singapore Time (GMT+8:00).  

The application deadline is 31 August 2026, 10:00am Singapore Time 

(GMT+8:00).  

Late applications will NOT be considered.  
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Terms and Conditions 

A summary of the fellowship key terms and conditions is provided in Annex D. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Please refer to the FAQ for answers to common queries about the fellowship, 

eligibility criteria, and application process.  

Contact Us 

For enquiries about the ACHS Fellowship Programme, please contact the 

programme secretariat at achs@nus.edu.sg.  

https://asia-chs.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/07/ACHS-Fellowship-Programme-2027-Intake-FAQ-V3.pdf.
mailto:achs@nus.edu.sg
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Annex A 

ACHS Fellowship Programme – Project Proposals 

 

1. Cyber-biosecurity as an Emerging Health Security Challenge  

This fellowship project will examine cyber-biosecurity as an emerging health 

security challenge. Advances in artificial intelligence (AI) are increasing cyber 

risks by enabling more sophisticated attacks and automating vulnerability 

discovery. At the same time, biology is becoming increasingly digital. Genomic 

data, laboratory automation, cloud-based research platforms, biofoundries, 

DNA synthesis services, and AI-enabled biological design tools now depend 

on digital infrastructure. This convergence creates new pathways through 

which cyber incidents could affect biosafety and biosecurity. The project will 

clarify what cyber-biosecurity means, identify key risk scenarios, and assess 

existing governance tools. It will also identify gaps and propose governance 

measures to protect digital biological systems. 

2. Emerging Technologies and Their Implications on Biosecurity in 

Southeast Asia 

This study examines emerging biotechnologies and their implications for 

biosecurity in Southeast Asia by focusing on three areas. First, it assesses 

how biological risks associated with artificial intelligence (AI), synthetic biology, 

gene editing, automated laboratory systems, and other dual-use 

biotechnologies are understood, identified, assessed, and prioritised by key 

stakeholders. Second, it analyses the political, security, economic, and 

societal factors that shape these risks and influence how Southeast Asian 

countries perceive, prioritise, and govern emerging biotechnologies. 

Recognising the diversity of governance systems, national interests, and 

societal norms of Southeast Asian countries, it explores why countries differ in 

their perceptions, prioritisation, and regulation of emerging biotechnologies. 

Third, it examines how these risks are translated into governance responses, 

including national regulations, laboratory practices, research oversight, cyber-

biosecurity measures, confidence-building measures, and Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) led initiatives. In doing so, the study 

identifies key gaps where technological advances are outpacing oversight 

capacities and recommends policy options to strengthen anticipatory 

governance, responsible innovation, and cross-sectoral cooperation, 

contributing to ASEAN's efforts, in partnership with its Dialogue Partners, to 

build a more resilient and forward-looking regional biosecurity architecture. 
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3. Emerging Trends in Health Workforce Capacity for Outbreak 

Preparedness and Response 

Recent outbreaks such as COVID-19 and Bundibugyo have highlighted the 

critical importance of having a health workforce that can surge quickly, 

maintain continuity of care and responding effectively to public health 

emergencies. However, health systems globally are already confronting 

converging pressures in service demand (e.g. ageing populations, rising care 

complexity, scientific advances) and manpower supply constraints (e.g. global 

mobility and workforce shortages). In a crisis, these systems are pushed to 

their limits. This project focuses on strengthening countries’ health workforce 

capacity for future outbreaks and pandemics. It involves reviewing emerging 

trends in workforce planning, training, and deployment including surge 

capacity strategies, skill-mix optimisation, digital and task-shifting innovations, 

cross-sector collaborations, and novel policy frameworks and operational 

strategies. The outputs would help policymakers and contingency planners 

better identify potential threats and opportunities, empowering them with more 

agile, sustainable and resilient workforce models that are better prepared to 

respond to the next pandemic. 

4.  Evaluation of Border Health Measures in an Era of Travel-Related 

Emerging Infectious Disease (EID) Threats 

Recent emerging infectious disease (EID) outbreaks - Andes hantavirus from 

the South Atlantic cruise, Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo and 

Marburg in Uganda, as well as the global resurgence of measles – underscore 

the relevance of border health measures in curbing outbreaks spreading 

through international travel. 

However, travel restrictions can be a blunt instrument potentially detrimental to 

tourism and trade, causing economic and personal hardship to individuals, 

communities and businesses. Border health measures can range from travel 

declarations or vaccination requirements to pre- or post-arrival testing, thermal 

scanners to quarantine and outright travel bans. 

This project will involve a literature review of different border health measures, 

evaluation of its effectiveness depending on the type of pathogen, route of 

transmission, incubation period and available countermeasures. Expected 

outputs from this project include an abstract for an international conference 

and/or a publication in a peer-reviewed journal or policy brief. 
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5. New Outbreak Investigation and Response Evaluation Framework and 

Tool 

Outbreaks of known and unknown diseases take place daily in the Asia 

region. But rarely are the investigation and response to these outbreaks 

properly and systematically evaluated. Development of a new standardised 

tool to evaluate the quality and effectiveness of an outbreak investigation and 

response is needed in order to continuously improve the quality and 

consistency of outbreak responses in a given country or sub-region of a 

country. This is similar to an “after action review” except that this new tool 

would be more standardised and briefer and thus more likely to be completed 

and analysed. This tool can be developed and pilot tested in one country or a 

few states/provinces in one country by the fellow in collaborations with that 

country's outbreak response centre, Field Epidemiology Training Programme 

(FETP), and other partner organisations (World Health Organization [WHO], 

South Asia Field Epidemiology and Technology Network SafetyNet, public 

health schools, etc.). 

6.  Operationalising the One Health Joint Plan of Action for Health Security 

in ASEAN 

The Quadripartite One Health Joint Plan of Action (OHJPA) (2022–2026) was 

published in October 2022, with emphasis on zoonotic spillover, antimicrobial 

resistance, food safety, environment, and health-system preparedness. The 

progress of regional countries in implementing this Plan is unknown, but 

hugely important and with implications towards regional health security. 

This project involves a desk review that will examine how Association of 

Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN) Member States and regional institutions 

have operationalised the OHJPA, specifically with regards to national One 

Health strategies, Joint External Evaluation (JEE) and State Party Annual 

Report (SPAR) reports, pandemic preparedness plans, ASEAN health-security 

documents, and World Health Organization (WHO) / Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) / United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) / World 

Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) implementation guidance. The 

analysis will map which OHJPA action tracks have translated into governance 

structures, financing, surveillance, laboratory networks, workforce 

development, joint risk assessment, and cross-sector exercises.  

It should distinguish rhetorical adoption from operational change, identify good 

regional examples and persistent gaps, and assess where ASEAN-level 

support could add value.  



 
 

Asia Centre for Health Security Fellowship Programme – 2027 Intake 10 

Annex B 

ACHS Fellowship Programme Deliverables 

 

During the 12-month ACHS Fellowship Programme, the ACHS fellow is required to: 

1. Attend one (1) ACHS health security event in Singapore and visit ACHS-partner 

organisations. 

 

2. Attend one (1) health security workshop, conference, or networking event 

outside Singapore. Examples include events organised by the European 

Biosafety Association (EBSA), the Global Health Security Network (GHSN), the 

Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI), the International Genetically Engineered Machine 

(iGEM) Foundation, and meetings related to the Biological Weapons Convention 

(BWC). 

 

3. Attend at least two (2) webinars relevant to health security. Examples include 

webinars organised by ACHS, the WHO Information Network for Epidemics 

(EPI-WIN), and the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). 

 

4. Work on the health security project proposed by their ACHS faculty mentor (see 

Annex A for the list of project proposals).  

 

5. Meet with their ACHS faculty mentor at least three (3) times during the fellowship 

year to discuss project milestones and submit the required progress reports. 
 

6. Present the project at the final presentation meeting. 
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Annex C 

List of Eligible Countries 

S/N Eligible Countries 

1 Australia 

2 Brunei Darussalam 

3 Cambodia 

4 China 

5 India 

6 Indonesia 

7 Japan 

8 Laos 

9 Malaysia 

10 Myanmar 

11 New Zealand 

12 The Philippines 

13 Singapore 

14 South Korea 

15 Thailand 

16 Timor-Leste 

17 Vietnam 

 

*Eligible countries for the 2027 intake of the ACHS Fellowship Programme are from 

the ASEAN+6 group and in line with ACHS’s current partnership and collaboration 

objectives.   
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Annex D 
ACHS Fellowship Programme Key Terms and Conditions  

This annex is intended as a general guide to help prospective fellows applicants 

understand the key terms and conditions relevant to the ACHS Fellowship 

Programme application. The official Letter of Award issued with your offer will 

contain the final, prevailing terms and conditions which will be aligned with the 

policies set forth by NUS. 

 

1. You commit to completing your fellowship project and all associated activities 

and deliverables within the fellowship period (view the Deliverables and 

Timeline section for the key project milestones). You agree that your ACHS 

Fellowship may be terminated if ACHS is of the reasonable opinion that your 

level of commitment towards the project, deliverables, and objectives of the 

ACHS Fellowship is inadequate. 

 

2. You shall not publish any news releases, publicity materials, or make 

statements or announcements concerning the ACHS Fellowship or NUS, 

without ACHS’s prior written consent. 

3. You shall not make use of NUS/ACHS’s trademarks or logos, trade names, 

and/or service marks without ACHS’s prior written consent. 

 

4. You shall comply with all laws applicable to the protection of personal data 

with regard to any personal data that you may collect and/or receive, whether 

from NUS or third parties, in connection with your ACHS Fellowship.  

5. ACHS may terminate your fellowship in the event of any of the following 

conduct on your part: 

 

(i) Breach of any of the terms and conditions, that is incapable of remedy. 

 

(ii) Failure to remedy a breach of the terms and conditions (that is capable 

of remedy) within thirty (30) days of receipt of ACHS’s written 

notification of such breach. 

 

(iii) Any misconduct or breach of ethics. 

 

(iv) Your carrying out of fellowship project or activities diverges materially 

from the Approved Project Proposal and/or the objectives of the ACHS 

Fellowship. 
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(v) Any corruption, misrepresentation, and/or fraud. 

 

(vi) Failure to carry out or complete in a timely manner the fellowship 

project, activities, and deliverables. 

 

6. ACHS may also terminate the fellowship if it is of the opinion that the 

continuation of the ACHS Fellowship Programme is no longer viable. 

 

7. You agree that if ACHS requires the return of any funding previously 

disbursed to you following termination of this ACHS Fellowship as a result of 

your breach, you undertake to repay ACHS/NUS the sum claimed. 
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