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General Programme Overview

1. What is the Asia Centre for Health Security (ACHS) Fellowship
Programme?

The ACHS Fellowship Programme is a highly competitive, part-time fellowship that
provides graduate students and early- to mid-career professionals with an
opportunity to deepen their expertise, expand their professional network, and build
leadership skills through educational opportunities and project work. The
fellowship is coordinated by ACHS which is based at the Saw Swee Hock School
of Public Health (SSHSPH), National University of Singapore (NUS).

2. What is the duration of the fellowship?

The fellowship is a one-year, part-time programme. It is structured to offer
flexibility, combining virtual learning and remote project work with in-person
components. This hybrid format ensures that fellows can successfully complete
the fellowship from their home countries without relocating to Singapore or
interrupting their full-time employment and/or academic schedules.

3. What are the benefits of the fellowship?

Fellows will gain access to professional mentorship from health security experts,
specialised leadership training, and global networking opportunities. They will also
have the opportunity to participate in workshops and discussions on health
security.

4. Are there opportunities for networking during the fellowship?

The fellowship is designed to be highly collaborative, offering robust opportunities
to connect with global leaders, policymakers, and leading practitioners in health
security. These connections are facilitated through interactive webinars,
workshops, and international conferences, as well as direct engagement with the
ACHS professional network.

5. What is the impact of the fellowship on career development?
The fellowship offers career-advancing opportunities, including mentorship from

global leaders in their respective fields, access to professional networking, and the
potential to present and publish research work in health security.
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Fellowship Deliverables and Funding
6. What are the expectations and deliverables of the fellowship?

Fellows are expected to fully participate in all programme activities and complete a
set of core deliverables within the one-year fellowship period. On the events front,
this includes attending one ACHS health security event in Singapore with visits to
affiliated partner organisations, one international health security or pandemic
preparedness conference, and a minimum of two health security-related webinars.
On the project front, each fellow is required to work on a health security project
assigned by their ACHS faculty mentor. Fellows must meet with their mentor at
least three times over the year to discuss project milestones and submit the
required progress reports. The fellowship culminates in a presentation where each
fellow shares their project findings and outcomes with the wider ACHS community.

7. What kind of funding support do fellows receive?

A total of SGD10,000 will be awarded to each ACHS fellow to support participation
in the activities listed below. The funding may be used to cover eligible expenses,
including conference and workshop fees, air and ground travel, accommodation,
and subsistence allowance. Eligible project-related costs and publication fees may
also be supported, subject to approval.

¢ Attendance at a health security event in Singapore and visit to ACHS-partner
organisations, which include SSHSPH, NUS; the National Centre for Infectious
Diseases (NCID); and/or the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies,
Nanyang Technological University (RSIS, NTU).

e Attendance at an approved workshop, conference, or networking event outside
Singapore. Examples include events organised by the European Biosafety
Association (EBSA), the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI), the International
Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) Foundation, and meetings related to
the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC).

8. Since there are mandatory in-person components in Singapore and
internationally, does ACHS/NUS assist with visa applications? Who
covers the visa application fees?

While the ACHS Fellowship Programme Secretariat will provide official letters of
invitation to support visa applications, fellows are solely responsible for navigating
immigration requirements and securing all necessary entry approvals for both the
Singapore and international in-person events. Visa application fees are
considered eligible expenses that can be claimed under the fellowship funding.
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Projects and Mentorship
9. What mentorship support will fellows receive during the fellowship?

Each fellow will be paired with an experienced ACHS faculty mentor who will
provide regular guidance, feedback, and academic support on the fellow’s
assigned project throughout the fellowship.

10.What type of projects do fellows work on?

Fellows will work on a project related to addressing emerging health security
challenges (e.g., artificial intelligence [Al], biosecurity risks, One Health, urban
pandemic preparedness, dual-use research governance, and early detection
surveillance) through research and policy analysis.

For the list of projects available to the 2027 fellows, please refer to Annex A within
the ACHS Fellowship Programme Details document here.

These projects are strategically aligned with the goals and core research interests
of ACHS. However, fellows are highly encouraged to bring their own unique
perspectives, methodologies, and regional expertise to refine and scope their
project in close collaboration with their mentors.

11.Can fellows publish their research findings during the fellowship?
Fellows are encouraged to publish their research findings and share insights
gained through the fellowship only after they have received prior written consent
from ACHS.

12.Can | contact the ACHS faculty directly during the application period?
To avoid any potential conflict of interest, please do not contact the ACHS faculty

directly. For any enquiries, please contact the ACHS Fellowship Programme
Secretariat at achs@nus.edu.sq.
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Eligibility & Requirements
13.Who can apply for the fellowship?

Prospective fellows must meet ALL eligibility criteria stated below:

¢ Hold a Masters/Doctoral/Medical Degree OR have at least three (3) years of
professional experience in national security, public health, medicine,
biotechnology, laboratory sciences, law, biosecurity/biosafety, global health,
cybersecurity/Al, One Health, or a related field.

e Be a citizen of or have been working in an Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) +6 country* for at least three (3) years at the point of
application. Eligible countries for the 2027 intake of the ACHS Fellowship
Programme are from the ASEAN+6 group and in line with ACHS’s current
partnership and collaboration objectives.

e Be an early- to mid-career professional, between 25 and 45 years of age, as of

31 August 2026.
e Demonstrate fluency in written and spoken English.

*For the full list of eligible countries, please refer to Annex C within the ACHS
Fellowship Programme Details document here.

14.Can applicants from the private sector apply?

Applicants from both the public and private sectors are highly encouraged to apply

if they meet the relevant eligibility criteria.
15.Why is there an age limit for applicants?

To ensure the cohort is closely aligned in their professional development and
career trajectories, the fellowship specifically targets early- to mid-career
professionals who are between 25 and 45 years of age. This age range is
selected to bring together individuals who have established a foundational career
in their respective fields and are well-positioned to actively apply the leadership

skills, research insights, and global networks gained through the fellowship to their

future work.
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Application Process & Timeline
16.What documents are required for the application?

Prospective fellows are required to consolidate all the following application
materials into a single PDF file prior to submission, with the exception of the video
introduction. The combined PDF document must be uploaded through the ACHS
Fellowship Programme Application Form available here.

Application materials required:

e Latest CV (maximum two pages). Pages exceeding this limit will not be
considered.

o Copies of all academic degree certificates and transcripts (with English
translation if originals are in a different language).

e A personal statement (maximum 500 words) outlining the applicant’s interest in
health security and the ACHS Fellowship Programme.

e One (1) letter of recommendation* from an academic advisor and/or
professional supervisor. The letter must include their contact information.

e One (1) letter of support* from the applicant’s current employer** and/or
academic supervisor (for students) endorsing the application and
acknowledging the time commitment to the fellowship.

e A short video introduction (maximum 2 minutes) describing the applicant’s
interest in pursuing a fellowship in health security, professional goals, the
specific health security challenges the applicant wishes to focus on, and the
long-term impact the applicant intends to achieve through this fellowship.
Please provide a viewable, unrestricted link to the video submission. We
strongly recommend testing the link in an incognito or private browsing window
before submitting. If the ACHS team is unable to access the video, the
application may be deemed incomplete.

*Please ensure that the letter of recommendation and the letter of support are
provided by two different individuals.
**The letter of support is waived for self-employed or unemployed applicants.

17.What is the difference between a letter of support and a letter of
recommendation?

The letter of support must be written by the applicant’s current employer or
academic supervisor. As this is a part-time fellowship undertaken alongside
employment/education, this letter confirms that the applicant’'s employer/academic
supervisor endorses the application and will permit the flexibility to meet the time
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and travel commitments of the fellowship. The letter of recommendation should be
written by a past supervisor, employer, or academic advisor. This serves as a
professional reference attesting to the applicant’s capabilities, character, and
suitability for the fellowship.

18.What is the selection process?

Fellows are selected through a competitive review process based on the quality of
their personal statement, academic and professional achievements, letters of
support and recommendation, and video submission. All applications will undergo
a rigorous evaluation. Shortlisted candidates will then be invited to participate in a
virtual interview to further discuss their research interests, career goals, and
suitability for the fellowship.

19.What is the application timeline for the 2027 intake?

Applications open on 3 August 2026, 12:00pm Singapore time (GMT +08:00) and
close on 31 August 2026, 10:00am Singapore time (GMT+08:00). Late
applications will NOT be accepted. Shortlisted candidates will be invited to
participate in a virtual interview in October 2026. The final decision will be
communicated by the ACHS Fellowship Programme Secretariat by the end of
December 2026.

For a more detailed timeline, please refer to the application timeline listed on the
ACHS Fellowship Programme Details document here.
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Post-Fellowship, Extensions & Withdrawals

20.What happens after the fellowship concludes? Is there an alumni
network?

Upon successful completion of the fellowship, fellows automatically join the ACHS
mailing list. Alumni remain connected to ACHS through opportunities for continued
faculty collaboration and receive regular updates on upcoming ACHS led health
security workshops and events.

21.Can the fellowship duration be extended?

The fellowship is a one-year programme, and fellows are expected to complete all
requirements within this timeframe. While attendance at the two mandatory in-
person events must occur within the official fellowship period, reasonable
extensions of time to complete project deliverables may be considered on a case-
by-case basis upon consultation with the fellow’s mentor.

22.Can a successful applicant defer their fellowship to the following year if
their circumstances change?

Deferrals are not permitted and the fellowship cannot be automatically rolled over
to the next calendar year.

Applicants who are accepted but unable to participate due to unforeseen
circumstances will be asked to decline the offer and re-apply the following year,
with the new application evaluated alongside the new pool of applicants.
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